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Pact déscribed as boon
to families, farmers, fish~
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1‘T think it is a major victory for
cbnseénsus over confrontation,” Wil-
n said at a signing ceremony at-
ténded by Babbitt and Carol Brown-
er, administrator of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.
%7 think it signals a cease-fire in
the-water wars that have too long
plagued California,” the governor
s8id. . :
«Said Babbitt: “Implicit in thi
agreement is the recognition that
thére is room in this extraordinary
sfate ... for a vibrant urban and
industrial economy, for the richest
and the most productive agricul-

" tdre in the United States of Ameri-
. ¢4, and for a sustainable, heafthy

ebvironment.” . L

‘Browner put it most succinctly:
“We have a plan that meets the
eeds of the families, the farmers

=2

- ahd the fish.”

i Water flows into the 738,000-

agre delta, with its 700 mmiles of .

candls, from the north from the

" Sacramento River, and from the

south in the San Joaquin River.!

- Environmental groups say pump-
ing delta water south, which began
in the late 1960s, and heavy pump-

ing- during the 1987-92 drought

“have brought the winter-tun chi-
- nook salmon and the delta smelt to

the brink of extinction.
The pumps kill some young fish,
send others down agueducts and

-out of the delta, and diveit many

more away from their destinations,
often to linger in holding bays
where they are eaten by predators.

The pact attempts to make water

supplies to Southern California-

more reliable by making environ-
mental regulation in the delta more
predictable. . : ,

Southern California water offi-
cials feared a series of new purmiping
restrictions to protect endangered
species might turn- 1995 from an
ample. water year into a time of
“regulatory drought.”

Under the pact, the federal gov-
ernment promises to make up the
difference if a future Endangered
Species Act listing requires divert-
ing more water for California's en-
vironment, I a listing is unavoid-
able, Babbitt said, the water “would
be acquired by the federal govern-
ment at (the federal government's)
‘cost,” - :
- Federal environmental. agencies
urged that urban Southern Califor-
uia and other south-of-the-delta us-
ers be forced to give up 25 percent
of their defta water supplies during

drought years to save the declining .

fish. Up to ha!f of San Diego's water
comes from the delta.
Instead, tlie three-year plan

signed yesterday requires souathern
users {o give up about 16 percent
more of their delta supplies than
they were required to give up in
drought years under the state's
1978 delta operating plan.

State water agencies had tried to
update the plan twice since then,
only to be overwhelmed by lawsuits
and political power plays.

Doring normal -and 'wet years,
however, the.new agreement says
southera cities and farms will have
to leave 32 percent more water in
the delta than they had jointly pro-
posed,

“You can think of it as using wa-
ter for the fish nore efficiently . . ;
exactly when the fish need it to help
their migration or to keep them

_away from the pumps,” said Lester

Snow, general manager of the San
Diego County Water Authority and
one of the principal spokesmen for
urban and agricultural water inter-
ests,

- Tom Grafl, senior attorney at the
Environmental Defense Fund, also
was positive.

“We believe that for the three
years that this agreement will be
set in stone, the provisions of the

agreement will preserve endan-

gered species,” he said,
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The scuthern water users also -

agreed to spend $10 million a year
for three years to finance conserva-

tion programs, such as providing

fish screens to keep farming irriga-
qion systems that tap the Sacra-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE -

mento River and the delta itself
from killing uncounted thousands of
young salmon and smelt, -

At the last minute Wednesday,
Babbitt tefephoned John Wodraska,
general manager of the Los An-
geles-based Metropolitan Water
District, to suggest a show of good
faith.

Wodraska, in effect, wrote a $10
million check against Metropoli-
tan's funds as what he later called

“seed money” to start the conserva-
tion work,

-He said Calx(orma s $750 billion
economy depends on the reliability

of water to farms and other busi- ~

nesses that want to expand, relo-
cate or stay in (he state,

Standard and Poor’s bond rating
service this year added to the pres-
sure to sclve the delta puzele by
warning that bond ratings of Meiro-
politan and other water agencies

- might be downgraded — costing

ratepayers extra tens of millions of
doliars when building new water-
works — if no solution were found,

Agreement of.a Jarge chunk of
the state's politically powerful Cen-
tral Valley agricultural comnlunity

- was called a key in achieving the

accord,

Dan Nelson of the San Luis-Delta
Mendota Water Aathority said the
five or more years in which farms
have received ne moré than half
their normal state water supplies
have “created a . treméndous

‘amount of uncertainty and instabili-

COmmon ground: Gov, Pete thson (vight) watches as U. S“ss

Interioy Secretary Bruce Babbilt signs a water agreemem
which W:lson called “a cease-fire in the water wars.’ g

Ty

te}

ty” l or fa;mers when fragule species
demanded more water.

“This ; agreement doesn’t sofve
California's and specifically agricul-
ture's watet supply shortages,”
Nelson said. “But this is the lounda-
tion that we all needed to build on.”

Stilf to be negotsated for exam-
ple, are ‘take limi(s,” maximums of
salmon, smell and other fish that
will be qllowed 16 be killed in and

. near huge state and federal pur.

Twenty million people and m— ; i
than a million irrigated acres =
on water pumped through the (_".r
by the federa) Centra) Valley ™

ject and the State Water Projec -

Perhaps the .most dilficult ;
steps will be a series of state w ;
board hearings on water allocat |,
and water rights. They will fo ;

next year, .
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